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Get theM ost Valuefor Your Agency’s|nformation ServiceDollar
Ten Reasons to Use FEDLINK

Your agency deservesthe best for itsinformation servicedollar. AsaFEDLINK member, you tap into the
expertise of Library of Congress professionals, working with itslibrarians, contracting officers, financial
managers, and customer service representatives—to get the best products and services at the best available
prices. Hereare 10 reasonsto join FEDLINK today.

1. Acquiregoodsand services. FEDLINK offersyou an efficient and effective centralized procurement
operation to reduce your workload at atime when agency staff and budgetsare shrinking. Customerscan
choose between three payment options: Transfer pay customer sreceivethefull FEDLINK service—
contracting, ordering, vendor relations, and fiscal management. An agency can transfer fundsto
FEDLINK and, for anominal feeof 7.75 percent, take advantage of everything from consortiadiscounts
as high as 50 percent off commerical ratesto tailored purchasing plans and guidance, managed competi-
tions, delivery order creation, invoice payments and other accounting services. Dir ect Expresscustom-
erssmply citethe FEDLINK contract number on any agency purchase order and then take advantage of
thelow FEDLINK price and pre-established termsand conditionsfor commerical online database ser-
vices. Direct pay customersaccess FEDLINK'’s pre-negotiated contract vehiclesfor the best priceson
publicationsand library support servicesvendorsfor an annual fee of $1200 and then managetheir own
ordersand invoicing.

2. Ensurecompliancewith federal regulations. FEDLINK operates under asarevolving fund (Section
103 of PL. 106-481 (2 U.S.C. 182c)). Thelaw authorizes FEDLINK to provide “the procurement of
commercial information services, publicationsin any format, and library support services,...related ac-
counting services,...related education, information and support services’ to federal officesand other
organizations entitled to use federal sources of supply. FEDLINK and the Library of Congress operate
under the generally accepted accounting principlesand federal proceduresrequired by statute, by the
General Accounting Office, the Office of Management and Budget, and the Department of the Treasury.
FEDLINK ensuresyour agency’scontractsarein compliancewiththe FAR or DFAR, CICA, and GAO
fiscal policies and procedures.

3. Solicit, evaluate, negotiate, and awar d contracts: FEDLINK devel opstechnical specificationsand
statements of work for cutting-edge el ectronic and print information services. Under the transfer pay
option, FEDLINK conductsformal negotiated procurements, eval uates contractor proposal's, and estab-
lishesindefinite-quantity/indefinite-delivery (ID1Q) or basic ordering agreementswith multiple vendors.
FEDLINK can aso compete your individual information servicesordersthat exceed the small purchase
threshold.
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4. Save administrativetimeand reduce contracting costs. FEDLINK can save your time and your
agency’s budgets — as much as $21,000 on agency costs for purchases over $100,000. FEDLINK re-
ducesthe burden on your agency’sadministrative staff by establishing asimplified, centralized, approved
method for procuring information services and processing invoices. FEDLINK can manageyour agency’s
Invoices, meeting or exceeding prompt payment requirementsthrough electronic fundstransfersto al its
domestic vendors.

5. Get the best prices. FEDLINK’s group discounts can be as high as 50 percent off commercial rates.
Instead of contracting independently for the same services, FEDLINK helpsyour agency get the best
pricing available.

6. Compar e commercial information services. FEDLINK helpsyour agency select the combination of
information providers suited to your agency’s needs by comparing multiple vendor pricesthrough
FEDLINK’sonline pricing pageswhich are available only to active customers. FEDLINK ServicesDirec-
tory also linksyou directly to vendor information, products, services, and Web sites 24 hours aday/seven
daysaweek.

7. Gather expert advice: FEDLINK also offersacadre of senior level librariansfor consultation, sup-
port, and training so your agency information staff stay abreast of i ssuesand devel opmentsin products,
services, and information management i ssues.

8. Anticipate changing needs: When you select the full-service tranfer pay method, FEDLINK letsyou
adjust your servicefunding level s as needed by amending i nteragency agreementsthroughout thefiscal
yedr.

9. M eet agency budget objectives. With FEDLINK’s online service usage reports, current account
balances, and daily online updates, you can stretch your library service and material s budgets and anticipate
purchasing needs.

10. Get answer sto questions promptly: FEDLINK’s staff members are ready to resolve your questions
and make administering your interagency agreements and accounts easy, freeing your staff to focuson
other vital agency services.

Call (202)707-4900 and to learn how you can join with over 1,000 other federal libraries and information
centersthat savetime and money through FEDLINK. For moreinformation on FLICC/FEDLINK initia-
tives, programs, contracting and member services, visit our Web page at http://lcweb.loc.gov/flicc.

The Federal Library and Information Network (FEDLINK)
serves federal libraries and information centers
as their purchasing, training and resource-sharing consortium.
As the business subsidiary of the Federal Library and Information Center Committee (FLICC)
at the Library of Congress, FEDLINK supports FLICC's mission to foster excellence in federal library and
information services through interagency cooperation.
FLICC has been offering service and guidance to federal library and information centers since 1965,
and remains the leader in the federal information service community.



